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PRESIDENT WRITES
Hello Everyone,
I would like to give a big thank you to Sue Maas and Margaret Dwyer 
for their great work and stepping up while our Secretary, Lesley and 
Treasurer, Alan were away on holidays. Thank you both for your hard 
work. 
It was a very good and informative workshop doing portraits with 
Grace Paleg. I could see everyone enjoyed the day and learnt lots of 
techniques, thanks to Grace.
Just to remind everyone Amanda Zurek is doing a day workshop in 
pastels. It is called “Mark Making” and sounds very interesting and 
exciting. It will be on Saturday 24th of this month, so let me know if 
you are interested as it is only 2 weeks away.
Hope everyone is putting paintings into the Crookwell Exhibition.
Happy painting. 
Helen
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GDAS NEWS

Pastel Workshop 
tutored by Grace 

Paleg on 27th March 
2021. Photo by Greta 

Fennamore.
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GRACE PALEG’S 
PORTRAIT 
IN PASTELS 
WORKSHOP
Grace was warmly 
welcomed by those 
who participated in this 
workshop. Two of our 
members, Helen and 
Alex, took the easy path 
choosing to be the models 
for the day. They found 
it quite relaxing and 
certainly a great time for 
contemplation as they held 
their poses for the duration. 
One could see they were 
very relaxed - were they 
seen actually nodding off 
at times? Grace divided the 
participants into two groups 
– with a model for each. 
Throughout the day she 
would demonstrate for one 
group and then the other. 
All the workers gained much 
as they watched Grace’s 
slow and careful application 
of the pastels. She is a 
great believer in the use of 
her fingers and palms to 
spread pastel rather than 
applying it directly. As well 
she steps back repeatedly 
after applying the smallest 
of touches to her work. 
After each demonstration 
step, Grace then actively 
checked on her students’ 
progress. Stavros stood out 
by finishing his portrait of 
Alex in the afternoon and 
then doing a rapid one of 
Helen.
Although a one day 
workshop, Grace needed 
two nights accommodation 
because of the distance 
from her home at Batemans 
Bay. Katya and Alex again 
hosted Grace thus saving 
art society expenditure 
on living expenses for our 
tutor.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER 
We were pleased to accept Donald De Jonge as a new member at the April 
meeting. Donald is a highly skilled woodt urner so he will be bringing a different 
form of art to our exhibitions. 
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Joan Miro. Paysage 
[Landscape], 1927. NGA

JOAN MIRO 
VISION
Returning from city life 
in Paris in 1927, Miro 
was inspired by wide, 
empty spaces and red 
soil of countryside near 
his grandfather’s farm in 
Catalonia. The artist was 
reluctant to identify the 
objects in the image, leaving their interpretation open: 
‘A picture must be fertile. It must give birth to a world. 
Whether you see it flowers, people, horses, it matters 
little, so long as it reveals a world, something alive.’

A TEASE OF MATISSE: A NEW 
EXHIBITION FOR NSW
By Tallis Boerne Marcus
After initially studying law, Henri Matisse decided to 
move into the arts and the world has been thanking 
him for it ever since.
You can see the true impact of his decision from 
this November to March 2022 when the Art Gallery 
of NSW hosts Matisse: Life & Spirit, Masterpieces 
From the Centre Pompidou.
Matisse led the Fauvist movement and his style 
has an unmistakable punch of bold colour. The 
exhibition will host over 100 artworks produced 
across six decades, allowing you to see his style 
define itself, then constantly evolve. Rather than 
just a collection of paintings, the exhibition will take 
you on an emotional journey through Matisse’s 
life and art, allowing you to immerse yourself 
in the history and culture he lived, created and 
influenced.
Matisse Alive will be held alongside the exhibition 
from October 21, celebrating four modern artists 
(Nina Chanel Abney, Sally Smart, Angela Tiatia and 
Robin White) who display Matisse’s influence in 
their work.
Matisse: Life & Spirit will run from 20 November 
2021 to 13 March 2022.
Source: www.exploretravel.com.au

MONET, RENOIR AND DEGAS 
PAINTINGS TO TRAVEL 
TO MELBOURNE FOR NGV 
IMPRESSIONIST EXHIBITION
More than 100 French artworks 
to appear alongside paintings by 
Australian impressionists
More than 100 impressionist masterworks, 
including 19 Monet paintings, will travel to 
Melbourne from the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
this year as part of the National Gallery of Victoria’s 
Winter Masterpieces exhibition.
NGV director Tony Ellwood announced the 
blockbuster exhibition on Monday as part of 
the gallery’s unveiling of its 2021 program – an 
announcement delayed by two weeks due to 
Melbourne’s snap five-day lockdown in February.
Along with the Monet works, paintings from 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edgar Degas, Camille 
Pissarro and Mary Cassatt will headline French 
Impressionism, which is scheduled to open at the 
NGV International in June.
Seventy-nine of the paintings have never been 
exhibited in Australia before.
“To stage an exhibition such as this is a true 
coup for Melbourne and Australia under normal 
circumstances, but to enable the calibre of these 
loans to travel here in a complex environment 
is a result of considerable logistical planning 
and incredible collaboration with our fantastic 
colleagues at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,” 
Ellwood said.
The exhibition will traverse the trajectory of 
impressionist thought and practice in 10 sections, 
focusing on the preferred subjects and key 
influences of the period, from the painters of the 
Barbizon school’s influence on Monet’s outdoor 
work, to still-life paintings and street scenes.
Source: www.theguardian.com






